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ting the 1944 cleetion campaign General Georne C. Marshall 
wt wrote two lecters to Repudlican Candidate Thomas E. Dewey, tell- 
ing bim that Army eryptographers had broken the Japanese Vulera’ 


code. This fact was firse revealed in at story by LIFE Edicor John. 


Caamberiain which appeared in LIFE, Sept. 2g. Marshall's purposc, 
Chamberlain wrote, was to forestall Dewey's revelacion of that fact 
ma possible attack on the Rousevele administracion’s Japanese pol- 
icy before Pearl Harbor, The actual text of the letters semained secures 
endl ast week, when General, Marshall appeared before the Cone 
sresstonal committee investigacing Pearl Harbor and made che lec- 
ets public. They appear below. 

When he had finished reading the first nwo paragraphs of the iirsc 
fever, Governor Dewey stopped because, as the Chumberlam arricte 
ceparted, “the Jetrer might possibly contain macerial which bad al- 
feats Come to him from other sources, and chat anyway, a candidacc 


ior President was in no position to make blind sronuses.” General 


Marshall sent the letrer back again with an merodaction which re- 
neved the governor of binding conditions. This time Dewey read che 
teetee and after much thought ard discussion decided not co make use 
during the campaign of any information he previously had. 


First Letter 


TOP SECRET 

CFor Mr. Dewey's uves onLY) 
. ; 25 Seprember, 1944 
My Dear Governor: - 

Pam writing you without the knowledge of any orher person ex- 
cept Admiral King Gvho concurs) because we ate approaching x 
grave dilemma in the political reactions of Congress regarding Peas! 
Harbor. : 

What Lhave to tell you below is of such a highly sceret nature thac 
compelicd to ask you either to accept icon the basis of your nur 
commuunicaung ifs contents to any other person and recurmimny: this 


iztter or not reading any further and returning che letter co the 


wo 


Panould have preferred co calk to you in person bac Poould nar de- 


Vise a method that would noc be subjcce co press and radio reactions 


as ta why the Chief of Staff of the Army would be seeking an inter- 
view with you ac chis particular moment, Therefore, T have turned 
i che method of this letter, to be delivered by hand co you by 
Colonel Carter Clarke who has charge of the mose secret dosuments 
ot the War and Navy Departments, — et ep 
in brief, che military dilemma resuleing from Congressional polite 
ical bactles of the political campaign ts this: 
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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LIZE'S REPGRTS conrmuco 


hegnest viealevidence an the Poard Dieiest matter cunsast. oli, 
iniercepis of the Japanese diplomas communications, Gver an. 


of voars our ory prog sfaph peuple analyzed ihe character of clio p 
chine the Japanese are using for encoding thei diplomace eg 
Based on this, a coreespondi ng machine was built oy us which i. 


ciphers their messages. 
"Yherefore, we nossessed a wealth of information r 
moves in the Pacific which in curn was durnished the Seite! 
incne--rather thea, as is popularly suposed, the Scare Depar 
‘provi iding us with the information—but which unforeunacels 
no reference whatever to intentions toward Hawaii und c 
> before Dee. 7, Which did not veach owe hands uati 


v 


Mess: 
fo.low ing day, Dec. 8. 
ow the point to rhe presence dilemma ts that we nave gone wise 


wit this business of deciphering their codes until we possess other 


coues, Gerniain as well el panese, but our main basis of informatics 


regerdiag Hicler’s intentions in Europe is obtained from Boron 
Oshimu's messages from Berlin reporting his interviews with Hider 


and other officials to the Japanese Covert nens: These are sciilin the 
codes involved in the Pearl Harbor events. 

‘Yo explain further the eritical nature of this set-up which wou'’ 
be wiped ouc almose in an instant if the lease suspicion were arowed 
regarding it, the Bacrle of the Coral Sea was based on deciphernd 
messages and therefore our few ships were in the righe olace ar the 
might ame. Further, we were able to concentrate on our limited 
turces to meet their advances on Midway when otherwise we alincst 
certainly would have becn some 3,000 miles out of place. 

We had full information of the strength of taeir forces ta char ad 
vance aad also of the smaller force dirceied againse the Alcucnins 
which finally landee troops on Attu and Kiska. 

Cperacions in the Pacific are largely guided by che information we 
obtain of J Japanese de ployments. We know their streagrh 1 ny 5 
garrisons, the rations and other stores continuing av at 
aad what is of vase importance, we check cheir ilees Moveimeuis and 
the movements of their convoys. 

The heavy losses reported from time to time which they sustain hy 
reason uf our submarine action largely resules from the face chac we 
kaow the sailing dates and the routes of their convoys and can nonty 
our submarines to lic in wait at the proper poine. 

The currence raids by Admiral Halsey's carrice forces on Ja pation: 
shipping 1n Manila Bay and elsewhere were largely based in timing 
on th c known movements Of J apaficse convoys, two of which were 
caught, as anticipatcd, in his descructive arcacks, 

You will understand from the foregoing the utter tragic cons 
quences if the present political debates regarding Pearl Harbor dis- 

close to the enemy, German or Jap, any suspicion of the vital 
sources of information we now eae 

The Roberts’ report on Pearl Harbor had to have withdrawn from 
it all reference to this highly secrete matter, cherefore in porthans i 
necessarily appeared incomplete. The same reason which dictated 
that course is «ved more important today bec: wus Our sources have 
been greatly elaborated. 
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le co break the new code and have chus tose chis invaluable 
infurn ition, particularly regarding che Euroyean situation, 
ch in Congress by Repr el viative £ 
clearly stiggeset to the Japanese thac we have been read 
though Mir. Harness and the American pubiic would probably wi: 
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The conduct of General Eisenhower's veiee and of ail asp 
ations in wac Pacific are closely related in conception and cinta: i 
the  uoraiation we secretly obtain through these intercepted Guus. 
They conirtbuce greatly to the victory and ecimendcusly: to the $ave 
ings Gs Vverican lives, both in the conduct of current operations aid 


id does a; coward the carly termination of che war. 
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and Navy investi gations for action before veriain dates hay com 
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LIFE'S REPORTS continuco 
Please return this letrer by 
bearer. I will hold ic ino my 
secret file subject to your refers 
ence should you so desire. 
Faithfully yours, 
GC. Marsuatn 


Second Letter 
TOP SECRET 


(For Mr. Dewey's uvrs ONLY) 


27 September, 1944 


My Dear Governor: 

Solone] Clarke, my messen- 
ger to you of yesterday, Sepe. 
26, has reported the resule of 
his delivery of my letter dated 
Sepr. 25. As I understand him 
you CA) were unwilling co 
commit yourself to any agree- 
ment regarding ‘‘not communi- 
cating its contents tu any other 
person”’ in view of the fact chat 
you felt you already knew cer- 
tain of the things probably re- 
ferred to in the letter, as sug- 
gested to you by secing the 
word “‘cryptograph,”’ and (B) 
you could not fecl that such a 
jetter as this to a Presidential 
candidate could have been ad- 
dressed to you by an officer in 
my position without the knowl- 
edge of che President. 

As to CA) above I am quit 
willing to have you read what 
comes hereafter with the un- 
derstanding that you are bound 
noc to communicate to any 
other person any portions on 
which you do not now have or 
later receive factual knowledge 
from some other source than 
mysclf. As to (B) above you 
have my word that neither the 
Secretary of War nor the Pres- 
ident has any intimation whac- 
soever chace such a letter has 
been addressed to you or thar 
the preparation or sending of , 
such a communication was be- 
ing considered. é 

I assure you that che only 
persons who saw or knowof the 
existence of either this letcer or 
my letter to you dated Sept. 25 
are Admiral King, seven key 
officers responsible for sccuri- 


‘ty of military communications, 


and my secretary who typed 
these leerers. 

Tam trying my best to make 
plain to you that chis letter is 
being addressed to you solely 
on my initiative, Admiral King 
having been consulted only af 
ter the letter was drafted, and I 
am persisting in the matter be- 
cause the military hazards tn- 
volved are so serious that I fee! 
some action 1s necessary to pro- 
tect the interests of our armed 
forces. 

CThe second letter then repeated 
substantially the text of the first 
letter except for the first tivo pur- 
agraphs.) 
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